“Avenging Panther 101~

Dunaaimas, Hungary— January 2nd, 1945

As Jamiary 1945 opened, the 3rd SS Panzer Regiment, Totenkopf Division found itself driving info Humpary as part
of the initial relief atiempt of Budapest Leading a column of tanks and half tracks was Ostubaf Anton Laackmann’s
armored Kampfgnippe Totenkopf had encouniered strong Soviet forces between Damaalmas and Neszmely. This
would compel Laackmann to deploy his grenadiers and fight his way through the Soviet defenses. The time was 5:00
AM and it was still dark as arfillery was called in and the first tanks pushed forward Afler a couple tanks were
knocked out, Panther 101 would take the lead Stubal Meierdress was in command of this panfher. Meierdress would
call a halt, jump out and conferred with other panzer leaders before contirmiing fthe attack As fhe sum came up, Meier-
dress re-entered Panther 101 just as a shot from a hidden SU-85 penetrated the turret

J Board Configuration: (Boards 2a and 10a)
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Russian victory.
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Elements of 170th Tank Brigade & $0th Guards Rifle Division (ELR 4) (SAN 4) (Sctwy: en Beard Za Hexes ks than 16 aad Beard 10a Hexes greater than 4)

Special Rules/Notes:

1. EC are wet with no wind.

2. All buildings are wooden and sigle level.

3. Russian Tanks may set up in buildings. Cellars are N/A.
4. No Quarter is i effect.

Aftermath: Panther 101’s driver and radio man wounld bail out, but the turret crew, inclnding the popular Meierdress were
dead. As word of Meierdress’ death passed down the colmn, the remaming tanks led by Panther 103 began a lmnt for the hid-
den SU-85. The SU-85 was destroyed in a fierce no quarter battle that wounld see the 5SS Panzermen elimimmate the Soviet tanks
and anti-tank guns in the village. The Panrers wounld be aided by panzerfamst wielding grenadiers who would claim seven So-
wiet Tanks. The Soviets wonld fall back as the Totenkopf and Wiking Divisions throttled forward. For the first time in months
a major Gennan offensive was on the move in the east.




